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Basic income in Slovenia – a proposal

Summary

In this paper, the proposal for Basic Income is presented as an alternative solution for the development

dilemmas of our time. A basic income to ensure the minimum needs for existence could be the cornerstone of

social reform that could ease, as well encourage the necessary changes on the labour market, in the social

security system, in the pension system, the tax system, as well within all of present society.

Our society is in a transition from a modern to a postmodern society. The era of a strictly industrial society is

over, as the dominant production mode is increasingly digital, informational and based in the service sector.

One of the main consequences of this is that there are fewer industrial “normal” job positions. The modern

social state initiated to remedy the negative side of modernization and the capitalist mode of production bound

to “normal” job positions is therefore ill-suited to the needs of present society. There is need for a postmodern

social state. The Basic Income concept should be a cornerstone of such a state, because it allows a

redefinition of work and the labour market within state-managed ocial reform.

The Slovenian government could find the Basic Income (BI) proposal a better solution than the current system

by 1) guaranteeing that no citizen's income would fall below a minimal level for any reason; 2) preserving

individual autonomy and the incentive to work, and 3) simplifying government social policy and lowering

administrative costs.

The basic income guarantee does not diminish the motivation to work; quite the opposite: it improves both the

motivation and quality of work by providing the necessary minimum dignity and respect to the employed. The

basic income insures a minimum level of personal autonomy and thus makes a crucial difference in the quality

of working life, which in turn alleviates the problems of early retirement, absenteeism, chronic illness,

disability, etc.

The Basic Income guarantee would also have a range of positive effects on the whole of society. It would

alleviate poverty, solve the problem of the existential fear and uncertainty that impacts people’s decisions to

start a family and restrains their creativity and entrepreneurial ambitions. It would reshape the legal framework

of the labour market. The basic income is the best way to promote social stability and the perception of social

justice as well as the best policy to solve the crucial problems of our society in the postmodern era.

The introduction of the Basic Income guarantee is possible by restructuring the current framework of public

budget and balanced income and expenditure.






































































































































